REFORMATION EXHIBITION
An exhibition of manuscripts, coins and other objects
to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation
The 30 items shown here have been selected from the exhibition that
will be held in some non-state colleges in 2017. All the items in the
exhibition are from the CCCRH Collection.
1

This statuette was made of olive wood in
Jerusalem and shows Jesus washing the feet
of Peter who has an expression of
resignation on his face (John 13: 1-17).
Although made in the 20th century it is in
the medieval style of art. Length 16 cm.

2
A clay lamp and phial found in a
tomb near Jerusalem. They have
been dated to the 1st century AD.
Similar items might have been in
Jesus’s tomb as lamps were left
burning in tombs.

3

This is a fragment of an Egyptian papyrus manuscript dated to the period from
the 1st century BC to the 2nd century AD. The writing is not clear and it is
probably unrelated to Christianity, but the earliest Christian manuscripts were
written on papyrus and many survive only as fragments like this. It is 8 x 5 cm.

4

Medieval Bibles were handwritten in Latin on vellum and were usually large
and expensive. This “pocket Bible”, made in Paris in 1260, is only 14 by 9 cm.

5

Detail of a leaf from a Bible made in Paris in 1247. With the tool used to press
straight lines onto the vellum the scribe has drawn a funny face in the margin.
Is it the boss’s grumpy face? What a cheeky scribe!

On the other side of the leaf the scribe has written the chapter number in the
margin, but when looked at from the side it is a laughing face. Is it the scribe
laughing at the boss? What a clever scribe!

6

This is a leaf from a large Bible with a
commentary by Peter Lombard (11001160) who was an influential
theologian. It was handwritten in Latin
on vellum in 1210. The text is Paul’s
First letter to the Corinthians 8:7 – 9:6.
The commentary is the smaller
writing.

7

A page from a Book of Hours made in Flanders in 1470. Books of Hours were
personal prayer books richly decorated and only affordable by the wealthy.

8

Some Books of Hours have
miniature paintings in them.
On this page from a Book of
Hours made at Paris in 1460
the meeting of Mary and
Elizabeth (Luke 1: 39-45) is
shown.

9

The Gutenberg Medal (by Anton Scharff, 1845-1903) honours Johann
Gutenberg who invented printing by movable type in about 1450. His invention
made books available to everyone at an affordable price.

10

This woodcut is on a page from The Ship of Fools by Sebastian Brandt. It was
printed at Strasbourg in 1497. A satirical allegory critical of society and the
Church it was very popular and prepared the way for the Reformation.

11

In the Exhibition there is a whole Bible printed at Lyon in 1514. Like most Bibles
at the time it is in Latin, but it is unusual in that it has over 1000 woodcuts. On
the left God is creating the animals including a unicorn. On the right God is
making Eve from one of Adam’s ribs. Ordinary people could not read Latin.

12

Detail of a leaf from a Latin breviary printed in 1508 at Passau in Germany. A
breviary is a book that contains prayers, psalms, etc. to be said at set times of
the day by priests and others in the Church. The woodcut shows the
martyrdom of Stephen. Luther would have owned a breviary like this.

13

In the Exhibition there is a whole Greek New Testament printed by Robert
Estienne Jnr at Paris in 1568. It was based on Erasmus’ Greek NT printed in
1516. Luther translated Erasmus’ 2nd edition of 1519 into German in 1522.

14

This is a leaf from the First Edition of
Luther’s German New Testament printed
in 1529. The first printing of this edition
was in 1522. It shows the beginning of
Luke’s Gospel. Ordinary people in
Germany could now read the gospel in
their own language.

15

This is a leaf from the First Printing of
the First Edition of Luther’s German
Pentateuch (1st five books in the Old
Testament) in 1523. It is Luther’s
prologue. In prologues and marginal
notes he interpreted the Bible and
promoted Evangelicalism, which
included the idea of justification by
faith.

16
Coins that Luther might have held: Luther lived most of his life in Saxony and
would have handled the coins issued by the dukes of Saxony. He died in 1546.
This silver penny was minted from 1530 to 1533.

This silver quarter taler bears the date 1539

This silver gross was minted from 1500 to 1507.

17

This bronze reliquary cross was made in the 11th
century. A reliquary is a container for a relic, which
is a sacred object such as a hair from a saint.
Luther’s patron, Frederick the Wise, was able to
finance the university at Wittenberg because he had
a large collection of relics which attracted pilgrims
to the city. This reliquary is 12 cm in length.

18
This silver schraubmedaille (screw-medal) contains a picture of six episodes in
Luther’s life from 1517 to 1521. It was made at Augsburg in 1730 to
commemorate the Augsburg Confession of 1530. It is 45 mm in diameter.

Melanchthon reads the Augsburg Confession
(the Lutheran confession of faith) to Charles V.

Luther nails his 95 theses to the church
door in Wittenberg on 31st Oct. 1517.

Luther is interviewed by Cardinal Cajetan, the
papal legate in Germany, at Augsburg in 1518.

Tetzel, a Dominican friar is selling an
indulgence to a gentleman.

Luther debates with Johann Eck, a
German scholar, at Leipzig in 1519.

18 Continued

In Rome in 1520 Luther’s books are burnt
and in January 1521 he is excommunicated.

In December 1520 Luther throws the
papal bull into a bonfire of old books.

In 1521 Luther attends the Diet of Worms and appears before Emperor Charles
V. Luther escapes to Wartburg Castle where he begins translating the New
Testament into German. In 1529 at the Second Diet of Speyer the princes who
support Luther and oppose anti-Lutheran measures are called “Protestants”.

19
In the Exhibition there is an example of a papal bull. Attached to the
parchment document is the lead seal (bulla) of Pope Clement XII, 1730-40. It is
a marriage authorization but it would be similar to the bull sent to Luther.

On this lead seal (bulla) of Pope Clement XII are the heads of St Peter and St
Paul, which were usually on papal bullas.

20
In the Exhibition there are documents (unrelated to religious matters) signed
by the Holy Roman Emperors Charles V and Ferdinand I. Their signatures are
clearly shown. They both opposed the Reformation.

On official documents Charles signed his Latin name, Carolus.

21

Albert, duke of Prussia, was a follower of Luther and on his coin there is in
Latin: “The righteous live by faith”, which was what Luther preached. Luther
was influenced by St Paul who wrote that one is justified by faith not by works.

22

This silver medallion was made in 1715 to honour Johan Hus, a Bohemian
reformer, who was executed as a heretic in 1415. Hus was influenced by the
English reformer, John Wycliffe, and Luther was influenced by Hus.

23

This silver medallion was made in 1630 to celebrate the centenary of the
Augsburg Confession. Martin Luther points to a book on which is written in
Latin: “The Word of the Lord remains forever 1630 SD.” SD stands for
Sebastian Dadler (1586 – 1657) who was court medallist at Dresden from 1625.

24

A Hebrew scroll containing the Book of Numbers. It was handwritten on deerskin parchment in about 1700. It was found in Morroco in the attic of a
building that used to be a synagogue. Luther translated his German Old
Testament from the Hebrew, but he would have used a printed book.

25
Detail of a Roman Missal printed
in Latin at Venice in 1533. A missal
is a book with directions and
words for celebrating Mass, also
known as Holy Communion. This
missal has a woodcut of Saint
Matthew. Luther reformed the
liturgy and published his “German
Mass” in 1526.

26

A leaf from a Book of Hours
printed at Paris in 1531 by
Yolande Bonhomme-Kerver, an
important early female printer.
With the wide use of printing,
Books of Hours became
unfashionable as they had lost
their role as status symbols.

27

Russian metal icon, 19th century. The Orthodox Church was largely unaffected
by the Reformation. On the right John the Baptist points to Christ in the cup.

28

A leaf from the New
Testament translated
into English by William
Tyndale. This is the first
illustrated quarto
edition printed by R.
Jugge in London in 1552.
What Luther did for the
German Bible and
language, Tyndale did
for the English Bible and
language.

29

In the Exhibition there is a whole Ethiopian
Bible with some coloured pictures. It is
handwritten on vellum in Ge‘ez, a liturgical
language no longer spoken. This picture of
the Last Supper is typical of Ethiopian art.

30
In the Exhibition there is a whole illustrated Bible in German according to
Luther’s translation and printed at Wittenberg in 1703.

The various Dukes of Saxony who supported the Reformation are shown.

This is the title page of the New Testament in
Luther’s German Bible. It was not only the idea
of a purified text of the Bible in the German
language that caused excitement, it was
Luther’s interpretation of it. In introductions
and marginal notes he explained a new way of
understanding the Bible.
In 1517 Martin Luther initiated the Reformation
and changed the world. In 2017 we salute him.
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